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Cabaret is a complicated show on many levels, and the Austin Peay Department of Theatre's production of it preserved all of the complexity the script holds while adding the department's own creativity to it. One must consider all elements of the production in order to appreciate it fully. For one, the layout and general quality of the set played a large role in the proceedings that went on within. There is also the atmosphere and performance executed by the actors to consider. Also paramount to the play's success is the story and message itself, and how effectively communicated it was. In judging any production, one must look at the components that make it up; only then can it be appreciated fully.


Cabaret made full usage of the Trahern theater. This cannot be overemphasized; the set was huge, extending off the stage and in fact into the audience itself, and its atmosphere began the second one entered. One was treated as a customer in the illustrious Kit Kat Club, and offered drinks and service from the waiters and waitresses that worked therein. This was a delightful touch, and greatly strengthened the atmosphere in the theater. Once the show began, the entire stage was still used, with the Kit Kat girls framing the scene taking place from the stairs and platforms surrounding center stage, whenever they weren't dancing in center stage themselves.  A technical problem prevented the set from having the doors desired by the production team, which is somewhat disappointing, but this was a minor issue and detracted very little from the set on the whole. Also of note was the stage's ability to transform; not only from train car to apartment to night club, but from seemingly normal platforms and stairs to an entire theater filled with Nazi banners and propaganda. While it was an impressive sight to behold, the most awe-inspiring feature of the theater was just how much it was used. Every square inch of the theater was part of the stage. Not one corner was neglected; even the emergency exit was used as an alley. This excellent use of space is simply amazing on all counts.


This excellent stage is lacking without performers to fill it, however. The cast chosen by the department succeeded wonderfully in doing this and so much more. The acting was simply top notch right from the beginning. The waiters and waitresses all used practiced German accents, adding to the formidable atmosphere. Once the show actually began, it continued to impress. Each actor mastered his or her character incredibly well, including accents, mannerisms, and of course speech patterns and inflections. The story was beautifully told by these performers. The other part of the performance was the dancing, which was equally impressive. The sheer energy expressed on stage was incredible, especially during the periods of dance or song.  The dancers, or Kit Kat Girls, were constantly present, if not necessarily the focus of the scene, and burst into life with incredible passion and energy when it was time for them to do so. The dances themselves were well choreographed and very forceful and daring, in addition to making full use of the space set out for them. While a few songs were obviously meant for comedic effect and smoothed the flow of the show, all of the dances and songs were superbly done. 


Included in this package of incredible set work and impressive acting is the story itself, a story about the uprising of the Nazi party in Germany, as experienced by various specific people. There are two love stories; one between the young hopeful couple and the other between two older adults who had all but given up on love. However, the true focus of Cabaret is how the Nazi party simply burst into life, and the chaos that followed. It is a story about how native Germans are conflicted with national pride and moral values. For instance, Schultz, a Jewish German, is hopeful, thinking the Nazi party is just a passing thing. He truly believes that because he has a proud German heritage that he will survive the coming of the Nazi party. This is, of course, when anti-semetism is beginning to become more rampant, and his hope does not dwindle, even as rocks are thrown through Fraulein Kost's window due to their engagement. This sort of conflict is what the story is about; pride as Germans keeps Sally Boweles and Schultz in Germany, despite the overwhelming tide of hate and dictatorship that is the Nazi party rising around them. This story, the sadness, the conflict, everything was communicated perfectly. When the Nazi banners erupted from the scaffolding one was shocked, much like the German people when the party came to power, but looking back, one could see the pieces falling into place. The sheer dramatic effect of the banners appearing and cutting to intermission is not to be underestimated. The sheer dramatic effect of the entire show is not to be underestimated. It was just incredibly well done, and an excellent dramatization of German history. 


Cabaret is what many productions aspire to be. It had an excellent set, which expanded to fill the entire theater, not to mention the incredible atmosphere that came with it. Cabaret had an amazingly talented cast, who all performed their roles to the fullest. Cabaret's story was wonderfully told and incredibly powerful, leaving a lasting impact on all who viewed it. Austin Peay's Department of the Theatre succeeded immensely in this production; nothing more needs to be said.

