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Key IV — The Emperor
The focus on government, of course, calls to mind 

the Silver Ladder when the Awakened consider the 
Tarot. The Vox Draconis often takes the Emperor as its 
card, hoping to convey its knowledge and energy, but 
also, of course, its authority. The Silver Ladder’s desires 
to unite the Awakened require a central leadership 
figure (even if it isn’t actually a single man), and the 

Emperor is an easily recogniz-
able figure of this concept. 

More generally, the Emperor 
often represents the influence of 
any of the orders, or at least a 
mentor. A mage at this stage in 
the journey through the Tarot 
needs some firm guidance. Up 
until now, he has received much 
of his training in general terms 
— moralistic advice, metaphor, 
and basic information designed 
to help him gently come to 
terms with what he is. Now, 
it is time for the Emperor, in 
whatever form, to show him the 
hard truth about the World of 
Darkness. Yes, you can conjure 
fire, but fire spreads. Yes, you 
can read minds, but you might 
not like what you see. Yes, you 
are a mage, but you are still 
mortal. From these practical 
points, the mage moves on to 
the theological maxims of the 
Hierophant. The Emperor, gruff 
though he may be, is perhaps 
the last refuge of safety for a 
young mage. From here on out, 

nothing is certain or simple. 

of astronomy progressed, the stargazer learned that 
the light he saw was from celestial bodies long dead, 
reaching Earth long after the start that generated it 
burned out. Does this, then, mean that wishes, too, 
are only realized by sacrificing the zeal and wonder 

The Emperor sits on his throne, sternly regarding 
those who stand before him. He is a domineering, 
paternal figure, bearded and wizened — the Magician 
made into an experienced and venerable man. He is 
the consort of the Empress (and as such, she could be 
seen as the more mature version of the High Priestess) 
and contains the male spark of creation, the seed from 
which new life can grow. Not 
coincidentally, he is often 
pictured with a scepter. The 
Emperor can also call to mind 
the image of God as maker 
and arranger of the cosmos, 
the overseer and ruler of all 
that is. The card, therefore, 
can represent a need to lis-
ten to higher authority (be 
that authority spiritual or 
mundane), and to heed the 
advice of those more knowl-
edgeable. It can also indicate 
dominance from such an 
authority, however. 

While the Empress teaches 
the value of relying on ex-
perience and intuition, the 
Emperor teaches discipline, 
responsibility and, when 
necessary, harsh justice. His 
lessons are still driven by prac-
ticality (a dogmatic lesson is 
coming soon, though, in the 
personage of the Hierophant), 
and he understands the 
workings of the world. The 
Emperor is associated with 
both earth and fire, government and war.

When first man gazed up into the Heavens and saw 
the stars, what did he think? Those twinkling dots of 
light represented something far away, unattainable, 
something that became the object of longing and 
symbolic of the most fervent wishes. As knowledge 


