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Central Idea: “Alternatives to marriage are becoming increasingly popular.”

Introduction

I: “It may interest you to know that the whole average nuclear family with 2.5 kids is losing popularity.”

II: “Single person households now outnumber traditional nuclear family houses by about 2 million, and cohabitation is on the rise as well, with marriage rates falling steadily.”

Body

A. “For many, marriage is a cultural institution encouraged from birth.”

1.“Who here had parents that talked about your marriage as inevitable?”

2.”Well, I definitely did...”

B. “Cohabitation, an increasingly popular alternative to marriage, is defined...”

     1.”As of the 2000 census, 11 million people are cohabitating. This is a 72% increase                                                      from 1990.”

     2.”I won't flood you in a torrent of numbers, but what this means is...”

C. “What is the most common type of household in the US? I mentioned this earlier.”

1.”Again, 27 million people live alone- this is about 25% of the population.

2.”Unmarried people have increased in number consistently since 1970- 36%, 39%, 41%, 44%.

Conclusion

I: “To summarize...”

II.”Cohabitation and staying single are increasing rapidly in popularity, as the marriage rate declines with each Census.”

III. “Most importantly, this means a large shift in our society. We no longer have to put up with being told we are inevitably going to marry for this is not true for a growing number of people. Hopefully this speech has helped to debunk some myths and stereotypes about one aspect of American culture.”

Sources: http://www.unmarried.org , http://www.wikipedia.org
