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The Empress is an expression of the female form
made divine. She is Ishtar, Astarte, Demeter and Isis.
- In some decks, she is also linked to the Virgin Mary,
but whatever name is given to the Empress, she is
the Maidén matured — the
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of Life as being represented by the Empress Reversed.
(Her meaning in traditional cartomancy is somewhat

different; see below.)
For a mage on her journey through the Tarot, the
Empress can be seen as either

 Mother. She is often pictured

a stage on this journey or an

pregnant, sometimes hold-
ing a child. She is a.symbol
of fertility and plenty. More
abstractly, she is a symbol
of wisdom, but her wisdom
stems from a combination of .
_ intuition and natural insight
and the experience of years.
The Fool’s youth and the
High Priestess’ knowledge
combine in the Empress.

To the Awakened, the Em-
- press carci resonates with the
Thyrsus Path and, more spe-
cifically, the Life Arcanum.
The Empress is a symbol of
all growing things, of fertil-
ity and fecundity, and of
life born anew. As such, she
symbolizes the Life Arcanum,
arguably imperfectly. The
Life Arcanum can heal and
cause new growth, but as any

advisory figure. Someone who
wakens later in life, perhaps
hen she has a family of her
wn, must take the lessons that
Sleeping life has taught her and
apply them to her new outlook
as one of the Wise. Mages that
isregard the life experience of
the Fallen World are, frankly,
ools — the Fallen World is.
here all mages must live. If the
mpress is an advisory figure,
she needn’t be a mage herself.
Some mages, after surviving
that first precarious Fool’s leap,
onsorting with the charlatan
Magician and receiving the
lessing and wise counsel of the
High Priestess, need the more
earthy (and honestly, more fun)
advice of the Empress. And
indulging in the sensuality of
the Empress is indeed advisable

Thyrsus knows, Life can also
be used to control, warp and
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after her, the journey grows
arsh. The strict Emperor and -

even kill organisms. Some
Awakened cartomancers
look at the destructive side

the humorless Hierophant loom
ver the horizon.

L£GACY — THEROSES OF EDEN
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Almost every civilization has a “time before” story.
Before life was the way it was, there was a paradise,
a land of ease and comfort, of beauty and pleasure.

And then, usually due to some failing on the part of

mankind, it all fell apart, and people were forced to
hunt, mate, hurt and die. The fact that this myth is so
widespread leads the Awakened to surmise that there
must be some truth to it — indeed, they tie these
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