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Second Attainment: Seeker’s Aegis 
Prerequisites: Gnosis 5, Prime 3 
As the mage learns more of this Legacy, he can 

use his knowledge of magic to protect himself from 
the magics he is observing. The mage can call upon 
a protection similar to the “Controlled Dispellation” 
spell (see Mage: Awakening, p. 224) to avoid harm 
while not interfering with the operation of a particular 
fascinating magical effect. In addition to protecting 
himself from harmful magics, the Seeker can also 
protect others, but to do so, they must be in physical 
contact with him when he rolls to divert the spell. 
A mage only protect a number of others equal to his 
score in the Prime Arcanum. 

Optional Arcanum: Spirit 3 
Mages skilled in the Spirit Arcanum also learn how to 

protect themselves from the powers of spirits. The mage 
can call upon a protection similar to the “Numinous 
Shield” spell (see Mage: The Awakening, pp. 249–250). 
If a mage desires, when he creates this shield, he can 
invest it with Mana to fuel the shield’s defenses. 

Third Attainment: Seeker’s Mastery
Prerequisites: Gnosis 7, Prime 4 
Having now mastered this Legacy, the mage under-

stands all forms of magic well enough to remove them 
with a wave of his hand. The mage can dispel any 
magic in a manner similar to the “Supernal Dispella-
tion” spell (see Mage: The Awakening, p. 229). 

Optional Arcanum: Spirit 4 
Mages who investigate the most profound and 

dangerous mysteries can always use potent guardians. 
This Attainment allows the mage to call upon such 
guardians as those summoned by the “Spirit Guard-
ian” spell (see Mage: The Awakening, p. 253). Most 
mages who bind spirits in this fashion also agree to 
make an offering of Essence, services or some other 
recompense in return for the spirit acting as a guardian, 
and many mages seek out spirits who are filled with 
curiosity and agree to share their knowledge with the 
spirit in return for its services.

SingerS in Silence

In ancient times, Gaelic funerary traditions included 
the “keening” of a lost soul, a tradition that, under 
other names, has also been found in some parts of 
eastern Europe and the Far East. After an individual 
died, women of his family, village, clan or tribe would 
gather together and enter into a formalized mourning 
for the departed. Unlike modern funerary rituals that 
are often somber and near-silent affairs, keeners wept 
and wailed, bemoaning the loss of the departed soul 
while extolling his virtues at great length and volume. 
They shared stories and songs of his wisdom, strength 
and generosity, accompanied by swaying, chanting or 
rhythmic clapping in ritualized mourning ceremonies 
that carried on for days. The more formal aspects of 
the keening were frequently interspersed with bouts 
of distraught moaning and tears as the keeners showed 
their despondency at the loss of such a great person. 

Sweet is the voice of those we have lost.  
Sweeter still is the keen of one who has lost someone near and dear to them.  

in such moments are the truths of existence found.

The more powerful, well-known or loved an individual 
was, the louder and longer his mourners would keen 
his loss, leading to long and often outlandish spectacles 
after the death of particularly popular people. Such bits 
of drama also provided something of an “emotional 
screen” — in the presence of such a spectacle, those 
who might not normally allow themselves to grieve 
could do so without shame.

The more important the mourners at the funeral, 
the greater honor was accorded to the deceased. 
Thus, while a veritable army of mourners might at-
tend a funeral, should noblewomen or other ladies of 
importance appear and mourn openly, they lent some 
of their prestige to the deceased. Some families even 
claimed that their families were so integral to the soul 
of Ireland that the fairy women came to mourn the 
passing of their scions. Some even claimed that the 
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fairy women mourned them before their deaths — such 
families have their own bean sídhe, or banshee, who 
presage their deaths.

 Even among the Singers in Silence themselves, 
the origins of the Legacy are uncertain. Oral tradition 
has almost certainly enhanced and manipulated the 
facts of the Banshee creation tale, although, as 
with many of the spoken Mysteries, the Truth 
of the story remains. What is known is 
that a woman of early Ireland, Brea, 
who led her tribe in their struggles 
against the Fomorii, is accorded the 
honor of being first of the Singers in 
Silence.

The Banshee are oftentimes mis-
understood by those outside of the 
Legacy, and more than once 
in their history, they have 
been in danger of being 
labeled as Left-Handed. 
In truth, however, while 
some Singers have cer-
tainly been driven mad 
by their Attainments and 
nudged well into the dark 
ways, the Legacy is no more 
Left-Handed than fate 
— or death — itself.

Favor (and fear) of the 
Bean Sídhe have waxed 
and waned during the 
history of the Pentacle. 
During some time pe-
riods, the Singers were 
actively hunted. During 
the Great Depression, a 
male Singer was alleged to 
have “aided” in the suicides 
of more than a thousand Sleepers when 
financial disaster struck, leaving them and 
their families with few options for survival. 
Arguing that his victims “wanted it, begged 
for it,” the Banshee was brought up on trial 
by his local Consilium, and the proceed-
ings erupted into violence and fervor that 
eventually led to his destruction after he 
publicly threatened to use his Attain-
ments on not only the members of 
the jury council but also on their 
Sleeper families as well. 

However, in other times, the Banshee have gained 
a reputation as useful and dedicated counselors: the 
life of a mage is rarely a peaceful one, and the costs 
of standing against the Lie are often high. When 
grief strikes deep within the heart of an Awakened, 
threatening to send him mad with rage or depression, 

a Singer is sometimes able to reach within and aid 
the mage in purging herself of the pain. Such 
interventions, however, are rarely called upon 
in anything but the most dire of circumstances; 

even in the best of times, few who have heard 
the legends of the Banshee are willing to risk 
asking for their aid.

Mystagogues from outside of the Legacy 
sometimes attempt to use the Banshee’s 
inherent relationship with departed souls 
to glean information that is otherwise 
difficult to obtain or confirm. However, 
considering the Banshee’s reputation as 
the harbingers of death, only the bravest 
are willing to look Singers in the eye and 
risk seeing the reflection of their death 

in the Banshee’s gaze.
As for the Banshee themselves, 
few foster relationships with the 

Awakened with any more at-
tention than with Sleepers. 

The particular flavor of 
Death Sight inflicted 
upon them by their 

Attainments shows no 
favoritism; doomed is 
doomed, whether Awak-

ened or Sleeper. Thus, 
socializing with other mages 

is no more comfortable for a Singer than 
interacting with Awakened individuals.

Parent Order: Mysterium
Path: Acanthus

Nickname: Banshee
Appearance: Although a Bean Sídhe 

may believe herself to be inured to the 
constant exposure to the mortality 
around her, the burden is constantly 
apparent to those around her. Those 
who take on this Legacy grow skeletally 
thin, as if eaten away by a hunger that 

no amount of food or drink can 
wholly sate. Their features become 
sunken, their body bony and, by the 



171Chapter Four: Factions and Legacies

later Attainments, their skin pales to an ashen gray, 
regardless of their racial heritage. 

While Sleeper legends attribute only feminine traits 
to the Banshee, not all Singers in Silence are female. 
Historically speaking, however, a disproportionately 
large number have been, and many traditional Bean 
Sídhe will not consider taking a male student in the 
Legacy. The reasons for this vary. Some, especially 
those who are most devoted to rediscovering and 
preserving the ancient mysteries of the British Isles, 
believe that to introduce men to the Legacy is an af-
front to the memory of Brea and her cabal sisters. 

Background: Banshee come from no single 
background. While most experience a great tragedy 
immediately before entering the Legacy, for some this 
was a single traumatic event in an otherwise happy 
existence, while for others it was merely the culmina-
tion of years of misery and pain. 

Despite the name, not all Singers were musically 
inclined before entering the Legacy, either. Their 
keening song is as often a product solely of their 
Attainment as it is a predisposition toward musical 
expression. Some, although certainly not all, had an 
interest in the Celtic culture or history before being 
approached by the mentor who would eventually 
induct them into the Legacy. A good number of these 
were involved, as mystagogues, in researching and 
preserving the oral traditions of early civilizations, 
but just as many were Curators or Censors, rather 
than directly being involved in the acquisition of 
lost knowledge.

Most of the Singers are female as well. However, in 
truth, Singers may come from any walk of life, cul-
ture, sex or race, and may be any age when entering 
the Legacy. Their commonality is more likely to be 
the tragedy that brings them to the path than their 
past history.

Organization: The mentor-student bond between 
generations of the Singers in Silence is the pre-
dominant link that ties the Legacy together; little 
organizational structure exists within the Legacy 
outside of those ties. Those who have first entered the 
Legacy tend to cling tightly to their teachers for a time; 
after all, few but other Singers can truly understand 
the burden their Attainments bestow upon them. 
Banshee mentors not only tutor their students in the 
Legacy itself, but also often act as grief counselors, 
aiding them in transitioning through the cataclysmic 
event that leads most Banshee to this path. 

However, no matter how vital the Legacy was to 
their recovery from whatever tragedy goaded them 
into entering it, in time most Banshee come to resent 
their teachers with an unyielding vigor. The burdens 
Banshee receive as a part of their first Attainment are 
weighty, and eventually most students come to blame 
their teachers for having ever offered the Legacy to 
them. This reaction, and the resultant separation 
between student and mentor, is so common among 
the Banshee that the phenomenon has its own name. 
Students leaving are said to be “in waning,” a separation 
that may only last days or weeks, but in some cases can 
go on for years. Almost inevitably, however, a waning 
Singer finds that her burden is, if anything, greater 
when borne alone, and will return to her mentor for 
additional training after a period of separation. This 
cycle often repeats itself after each Attainment.

Occasionally, a Banshee mentor will spend years 
or decades gathering a group of students around her 
to aid with resolution of a major or ongoing tragedy. 
These groups, called Choirs, sometimes stay together 
for lengthy periods, but most often go their own 
separate ways once the immediate issue at hand is 
resolved. This is in part because in proximity to each 
other the Banshee all suffer the effects of each one’s 
personal torment: a malicious or mischievous ghost 
who plagues one of the Singer plagues them all, and 
when this is increased five- or six-fold the situation can 
quickly become unbearable. As well, a larger group of 
Singers is more likely to draw the attention of others 
(Sleeper and Awakened alike), who misunderstand 
the nature of Singers’ Attainments. The likelihood 
of repercussions from those who do not understand or 
agree with Banshee duties is far greater when gathered 
as a group, while a solitary Banshee’s impact on an 
area is more easily hidden.

Suggested Oblations: Singing, creating laments 
(songs, poems or stories), attending a funeral, playing a 
harp or hand-drum, preparing a body for burial, ritual-
istic prayers for the departed, performing euthanasia.

Concepts: Matriarch who has outlived her family, 
hospice worker, emergency room nurse, anthro-
pologist, funeral director, nursing home attendant, 
vigilante, nihilist.

Attainments
The mystic gifts of the Singers in Silence drive an 

ever-widening wedge between members of the Legacy 


